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Black History Celebration Art and Essay Contest 
Presented by the RUSD District African American Parent Advisory Council 

Sponsored by the Riverside County Black Chamber of Commerce 
and the Inland Empire (IE) Smoke Out Initiative 

 

 
 

Theme: “Black History is American History” 
The art contest is open to all RUSD students in grades K-3.  

The essay contest and art contest are open to all RUSD students in grades 4-12. 

  
• Grades K-3: create an art display 
• Grades 4-6: write an essay 100 - 250 words or create an art display 
• Grades 7-8: write an essay 250 - 500 words or create an art display 
• Grades 9-12: write an essay 500 – 1,000 words or create an art display 

One winner per category per level. Each winner will be invited to present their art or read their 
essay at the AAPAC meeting on Tuesday, March 17, 2020 at 6pm - 7:30pm at Sierra Middle 
School where they will receive their prize.  
 

 
Topic and Theme: “Black History is American History” 

Celebrating Black History in the United States began in 1926 when Dr. Carter G. Woodson, a 

Harvard Ph.D., initiated "Negro History Week." Dr. Woodson, a historian, chose the second 

week in February because it included the birthdays of Frederick Douglass and Abraham 

Lincoln. In 1976, the Bicentennial (200th birthday) of the U.S.A., the week-long observance, 

was extended to the entire month of February in order to have enough time for celebratory 

programs and activities. As the United States celebrates National Black History Month in 

February, your task is to think about the achievements of African Americans in America, and 

reflect on how those contributions have positively impacted American history. Don’t limit your 

thinking to just key people, but look at the collective history, as a whole. Be prepared to think 

outside of the box.   
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Contest Rules:   

Essay Length: Essays too short or too long will be eliminated from judging.  

Artwork: Artwork must be original and completed solely by the participant.  

Plagiarism: Copying from the Internet or someone else’s essay is strictly forbidden. If you 

copy, you will be disqualified from the contest. You may insert a small quote from someone 

else’s work, but you must state who said it and where you found it.  

Art submission deadline: 4:00 PM on Friday, February 28, 2020 to Rochelle Kanatzar at 

the district office. Address: 3380 14th St, Riverside, CA 92501 

Essay submission deadline: 5:00 PM on Friday, February 28, 2020. Please submit by 

email to Jessika Shields (District AAPAC President) at shieldsclassroom1@gmail.com. Send 

your essay as a Microsoft Word document attachment. In the subject line write: “Black History 

Essay Contest”. *If it is not possible to submit by email, please drop off a hard copy to 

Rochelle Kanatzar at the district office. Address: 3380 14th St, Riverside, CA 92501  

  

Each entry must have the following clearly printed on the front of the submission:  

1. Student’s full name 

2. Grade, School, and Teacher/Counselor 

3. Parent’s name(s) and contact phone number(s)  

4. A valid email address for further communication  

  

All entries will become the property of the Riverside Unified School District. Entry into the 

contest grants permission for RUSD to release any art or essays to the press for publication 

or for public display.  

*NOTE: Students may choose to enter one or both contests.  
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Contest Judging:  
  
The judges will not know any of the students’ names or schools while they are judging. 

Students will be judged on their ability to address the topic, to demonstrate original, creative 

thinking, and to express their ideas in a clear, articulate manner.  

 

The judges’ panel will be comprised of some district staff and other community members who 

are experts in Black History.   

  
Contest Prizes:        

Every student who participates will receive a Certificate of Participation delivered to their 

school. Winning students will be asked to present their artwork/essays at the AAPAC meeting 

on Tuesday, March 17, 2020 at 6:00pm - 7:30pm at Sierra Middle School where he/she will 

receive their prize.  

Prizes are as follows:  
Grades K-3    Art Contest Winner - $50 VISA gift card 

Grades 4-6    Art Contest Winner - $75 VISA gift card 

Grades 7-8    Art Contest Winner - $100 VISA gift card 

Grades 9-12  Art Contest Winner - $100 VISA gift card 

 

Grades 4-6    Essay Contest Winner - $75 VISA gift card 

Grades 7-8    Essay Contest Winner - $100 VISA gift card 

Grades 9-12  Essay Contest Winner - $100 VISA gift card 

 

 
(Judging Rubrics are attached)  
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Black History Celebration Art Contest Rubric (age-appropriate) 
 

 4 3 2 1 0 
FOCUS/THEME 

The meaning and 
development of the 

message. 

The artwork 
presents 

compelling 
ideas and 
complex 

awareness of 
the theme. 

The artwork 
presents 

distinct ideas 
and good 

awareness of 
the theme. 

The artwork 
presents basic 

ideas and some 
awareness of 

the theme. 

The artwork 
presents few 

ideas and little 
awareness of 

the theme. 

The artwork 
presents 

vague ideas 
and complex 
little to no 

awareness of 
the theme. 

CONTENT 
The internal structure or 
messaging of the piece. 

 

The artwork 
demonstrates a 

variety of 
messages that 

strongly 
support the 

theme. 

The artwork 
demonstrates 

some messages 
that support the 

theme. 

The artwork 
demonstrates 
few messages 

that support the 
theme. 

The artwork 
demonstrates a 
message that 

somewhat 
supports the 

theme. 

The artwork 
does little to 
support the 

theme. 

STYLE 
The way the artist brings 

the topic to life. 

The artwork 
uses a variety 

of media/ 
textures within 

the 
presentation.  

The artwork 
uses many 

media/ textures 
within the 

presentation. 

The artwork 
uses some 

media/ textures 
within the 

presentation. 

The artwork 
uses few 

media/ textures 
within the 

presentation. 

The artwork 
one type of 
medium/ 

texture within 
the 

presentation. 

PRESENTATION 
The overall appearance 

of the work. 

The artwork is 
extremely neat 

and well 
organized. 

The artwork is 
neat and 

organized. 

The artwork is 
somewhat neat 

and mostly 
organized. 

The artwork is 
a little neat and 

somewhat 
organized. 

The artwork 
is not neat 

and 
disorganized. 
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Black History Celebration Essay Contest Rubric (age-appropriate) 
 

 4 3 2 1 0 

THEME 
The meaning and 

development of the 
message. 

Writing is 
confident and 
clearly focused. 
Details hold the 
reader’s attention 
and has a strong 
connection to the 
theme.  

Writing is 
purposeful and 
focused. Piece 
contains many 
thematic details 
and has a good 
connection to the 
theme.  

Writing is general 
and somewhat 
focused. Piece 
contains some 
thematic details 
with some 
connection to the 
theme. 

Writing is limited 
in focus. Piece 
contains very few 
details that are 
related to the 
theme.  

Writing is 
extremely limited 
with no focus on 
the theme. The 
essay did not 
address the 
theme.  

ORGANIZATION 
The internal structure of 

the piece. 

Writing includes a 
strong, beginning, 
middle, and end 
with clear 
transitions, 
relevant 
quotations, and a 
focused closure. 

Writing includes a 
good beginning, 
middle, and end, 
with some 
transitions and 
relevant 
quotations and 
good closure. 

Writing includes 
an adequate 
beginning, middle, 
and end. 
Transitions are 
weak, relevant 
quotations may or 
may not exist and 
closure is 
ineffective. 

Writing is brief 
and 
underdeveloped 
with very weak 
transitions, few to 
no relevant 
quotations, and a 
weak closure. 

Writing is 
disorganized and 
underdeveloped 
with no 
transitions, 
quotations, and 
closure.  

VOICE 
The way the writer 

brings the topic to life. 

Writes with a 
distinct, unique 
voice/point of 
view. Writing is 
skillfully adapted 
to the audience.  

Writer has a 
strong voice/point 
of view. Writing 
engages the 
audience.  

Writer’s voice/ 
point of view 
shows some sense 
of audience.  

Writer’s voice/ 
point of view 
shows little sense 
of audience.  

Writer’s voice/ 
point of view 
shows no sense of 
audience.  

CONVENTIONS 
The mechanical 

correctness of the piece.  

Uses consistent 
agreement 
between parts of 
speech. No errors 
in mechanics. 
Creative and 
effective use of 
spelling strategies.  

Maintains 
agreement 
between parts of 
speech. Few errors 
in mechanics. 
Applies basic 
grade level 
spelling.  

Occasional errors 
between parts of 
speech. Some 
errors in 
mechanics. Some 
evidence of 
spelling strategies. 

Inconsistent 
agreement 
between parts of 
speech. Many 
errors in 
mechanics. 
Limited evidence 
of spelling 
strategies.  

Parts of speech 
show lack of 
agreement. 
Frequent errors in 
mechanics. Little 
or no evidence of 
spelling 
strategies.  

PRESENTATION 
The overall appearance 

of the work. 

Handwriting is 
consistently 
uniform; typed 
drafts is clear, 
evenly aligned 
with the paper; 
uses a good 
balance of space 
and text; 
effectively 
integrates graphic 
elements 

Handwriting is 
legible and neat; 
typed drafts use 
consistent and 
appropriate fonts; 
good alignment of 
text to page; 
spacing improves 
clarity; effective 
use of margins 
and headers 

Handwriting is 
legible and neat; 
typed drafts use 
consistent and 
appropriate font; 
good alignment of 
text to page; 
spacing improves 
clarity; margin 
and header use is 
effective 

Handwriting is 
poor but legible; 
typed drafts have 
inconsistent font 
types/sizes; 
spacing is 
generally 
effective; attempts 
to appropriately 
use margins and 
headers 

Handwriting is 
poor and/or hard 
to read; typed 
drafts have 
differing font 
types/colors/sizes; 
poor spacing; 
inappropriate use 
of margins and 
headers 

 


